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Chapter One: Taipei to Berkeley

| left Taiwan (Z7&) on September 4, 1965. We went to Tokyo via Cathay Airways
(EZ=f 25/ 5]) (See Pictures 1 and 2 on Page 53). We stopped over in Tokyo for a
few hours. Cathay gave us a hotel room to rest and wait for the connecting flight. |
bought a Canon camera in Tokyo. That camera was broken. It was stolen by
Winston Chan, a Cal (See Pictures 3 and 4 on Page 54) Chemistry undergraduate
student from Hong Kong who climbed through my window at 2158 Stuart St.,
Berkeley, CA 94705 (See Picture 5 on Page 54), my third home in United States.
My landlady caught him and let him go, because he is Chinese. She trusted Chinese,
even the one who broke into her building. Winston told my landlady that he left
something in my room and needed it right away. She told me the next day. He also
stole a blank check from me. He forged my signature for $200 and cashed it in the
Central Bank of Berkeley. Later | found out and sued the bank in Berkeley
Municipal Court and lost. | appealed to the Alameda Superior Court in Oakland to
get my $200 plus the court fee. | won the suit, since the defendant did not appear.
This was the first and only litigation in my lifetime so far. Winston lost about $200
to me in a Mahjong (Jii/€F) game. He knew where | put the blank checks and he also
knew how | signed, because | gave him my check when 1 lost.

We left Tokyo Airport (TKO) in the night of September 4, 1965, and flew over the
Pacific Ocean via a Boeing 707 of Pan American World Airways. We stopped over
Anchorage, AK, for refueling. The Boeing 707 finally arrived at San Francisco
(S.F.) International Airport (SFO) in the evening of September 4, 1965, Saturday.
Y.K. Tang (O%715%), my Civil Engineering (CE) classmate at National Taiwan

University (NTU/ B 1728 K22) and | were on the same flight.
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Raymond Pao (ff3f%), Y.K.'s high school classmate who had no car, went to SFO

via AC Transit and Greyhound. He intended to take us back by Greyhound to San
Franccisco (S.F.) downtown from SFO; we would come back to Berkeley via AC
Transit. Luckily we met Y.K.'s old neighbor and her husband at SFO. They missed
the person they were supposed to pick up at SFO. It was a miscommunication. They
took three of us to S.F. Chinatown and treated us to dinner at Kim Han (&%)

Restaurant on Jackson St., S.F. That was the first time | was served with soup first.
In Taiwan, the soup was the last dish to be served in a restaurant. Later, we went to
their gift shop in Chinatown. They served us a can of peaches. Finally they took us
back to Raymond's rooming house at Highland Place and Hearst Avenue, Berkeley.
The husband (I don’t recall his names) was a ROC (Republic of China/Taiwan)
Navy Officer. He came to Monterey Navy Language School to learn English. He
managed to get a permanent visa to stay in the U.S. and married to Y.K.’s neighbor.
They bought a gift shop on Grant Avenue, S.F., and lived upstairs. He was a Navy
Officer and changed to a merchant. What a change in his career.

| came to the U.S. with $300 in my pocket and two suitcases of clothes. | had an I-
20A to Cal Berkeley and a letter from the Division of Applied Mechanics (See
Picture 6 on Page 54) of Mechanical Engineering Department offering me a
Teaching Assistant (TA) position with stipend of $2,750 for the academic year
1965-1966. Today I still don’t understand why the Division offered me a Teaching
Assistantship and not a Research Assistantship (RA). | hardly spoke any English
and had to teach. It scared me a heck of a lot. The division had a lot of graduate
students from Taiwan. They should have known our spoken English was very poor.
The only factor that is better for a TA than a RA: a TA received free resident tuition
and a RA did not. I checked into International House (I-House) in the end of
September. | stayed at Raymond's rooming house for over three weeks. He had to
go to his Lab in the late morning. So he left me at the Cal Student Union (See
Picture 7 on Page 54). | went to the upstairs TV room to ease my jet lag. | ate
hamburgers for every lunch. | was sick of hamburgers for many years. It was the
only food I dared to try. Now I loved the juicy rare hamburgers at Fuddruckers.
What an irony it is! I also loved apple pie. How Americanized could | be?
American always says, “You are as American as apple pie and hamburger,” since
apple pie and hamburgers are the most popular food in the U.S.
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After | checked into the I-House (International House) at Berkeley See Picture 8 on
Page 54 and Picture 9 on Page 55), | found out my roommate was from Austria. We
hardly met or spoke to each other, because he slept during daytime and | had a
“Nine to Five” schedule. We just could not communicate at all. I-House had
students from all over the world, therefore they served international foods. Some
countries’ foods were too strange for me. To avoid being hungry, | ate a lot of bread
and drank coffee, tea and milk. Once | saw buttermilk, and thought that milk with
butter had to be good. | tried one glass and | thought | got a bad one. After three
trials, | knew that was the way it should be, i.e. sour.

I said, “How are you™? or “How do you do”? to greet people. I also said “Yes” not
“Yea.” I replied: “T am doing my homework” or “I am going to my office,” when
people greeted me: “How are you doing”? or “How is it going”? The old style of
English | learned in college was not working at all. It was my first culture shock.
After several weeks or months, I finally said “Yea” instead of “Yes.”



