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Chapter Two: Min-Fu Growing Pains

My dad moved the whole family from Fujian to Taiwan in 1947. In 1948, | started
my school life in Min-Fu Primary School. It was quite far from my home, and | had
to walk to school with my bare feet. There were very few classmates who wore
shoes. They were from the wealthy families. We had a pair of natural leather shoe,
I.e. our human skin shoes, the feet. We could even step on a hot asphalt road in the
summer. Nature just took its own course and made our feet almost indestructible.

The first year went by very smoothly; | had a very impressive term report. In the
second year, | had a few friends who did not like to study, so we went to the Cheng-
Huang Temple (352 J&F) to play with rubber bands and marbles. This temple was at
the business center of Hsinchu. It had a lot small places that sold a lot of good food.
There was a girl who sold rice noodles with meat sauce. She was about twenty
years old; | had a crush on her. It was my first puppy love. | did not have money, or
else | would have eaten at her place all the time. | could still remember now how
nice-looking she was. | guess that the first of every experience in your life would be
cast in your memory for the rest of your life.

It was an era of poverty for most people; no one paid any attention to us, the
delinquent boys. | missed a lot of classes by fooling around in the temple. My report
card showed that | flunked every single course and missed over 90% of classes. The
report card needed a parent’s seal before we brought it back to teacher Lee (ZREEE
£ ). T stole my dad’s seal to stamp my report card. It was a mandatory education
system; it guaranteed you would graduate in six years no matter how badly you
were doing. The second and third years were in teacher Lee’s class. He started to
wonder what kind of parent of mine would stamp my report cards with all red
marks on my card for over one year. We called it Man Jiang Hong (JrgT.41), red
color all over a river or all red marks on a report card, a famous song title. Lee
finally went to visit my dad. After his visit, my dad spanked the hell out of me.

Starting the 4th grade, | was in the class for students who wanted to pursue high
school education. | was in a class of all motivated kids. My schoolwork began to
shape up. | was in the second place in my class when | graduated from Min-Fu.
When | was in Chu Chung, | went to see Lee. He shook his head and told me that he
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would never believe that | could be in the top high school in the area. My fifth
grade teacher Wang (F A f£=£Ei) just dropped in and joined us to talk about the
good old days. He told Lee that | was almost a perfect student. Lee still shook his
head and was skeptical about my success in the last three years in Min-Fu.

| spent a lot time during my Min-Fu time at a bike shop which was two doors from
my home. | met quite a few friends in the mafia. With my experience in the early
years of Min-Fu, | would not dare to be a bad kid again. My dad really got me to
shape up very well. I learned a lot about the underworld practices. I also learned a
lot of bad words in Fujianese (g =5). It broadened my sensitivity to human
nature. I spent several hours in the bike shop every day. | learned to fix bikes. The
bike shop owner loved to hunt wild rabbits in the late night. | joined him to go to
Keh-Ya Mountain (% %fLL1), which was not too far from my home, to search for
wild rabbits. This mountain had a lot of graveyards. No one took care of these
yards. | had never seen a ghost. We had one-track minds, i.e. where was the wild
rabbit?

| graduated from Min-Fu in 1954 (See Pictures 1 and 2 on Page 47). | was the
recipient of Hsinchu Mayor Award, a dictionary for having the second-best grade
average. I still don’t know how I could be the No. 2 in my graduating class with two
years of flunking grades, the Man Jiang Hong. Those were my fun years.
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