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Chapter Five: Losing Myself in NTU

In 1960, | passed the college entrance exam and was assigned to Agriculture
Engineering Department (AED) of National Taiwan University (NTU/[E 172 & X
EZ) (See Picture 9 on Page 50) at Taipei. All high school graduates took the same
exams on the same dates. It was considered the fairest exam for us. The system had
only one advantage, i.e. fairness, nothing else. Before we took the exam we had to
fill in a wish list. | was so interested in the radio, so my top choice would be
Department of Electrical Engineering (EED) in all universities. | went by the score
list of last year to fill in my wish list. National Taiwan University was my top
choice, then Cheng Kong University (52 AX2) and so on. My second brother
T.H. who was a senior at Tunghai University (35 /£2) looked at my list and
asked, “How are you going to find a tutor job, if you are not in Taipei?” | needed a
job to support myself. He advised me to fill in all NTU departments of science and
engineering. | could ask for a transfer in sophomore year. | took his advice and got
into AED of NTU. I got 84/100 in Chinese, but my score of “Three People
Principles (= £ F#£)” had a very low score of 44/100. I probably did not believe
in Dr. Sun Yat-Shian (f4i%11l])’s theory. He was the inventor of of “Three People
Principles.” If my score were two points higher, | would be in Department of Math,
and then | would stay. My life would have been quite different.

| was always interested in Math and Chinese Literature. | was pretty good in both
subjects; the left and right brain theory did not work for me, since | was good in
both subjects. I could also do two different things at the same time. My genes were
inherent to my daughter. | am surprised that | did not go to the mental hospital. |
spoke very fast, worked very fast, and thought very fast. | even ate fast. Once my
dad told me, “I am very happy about what you are except eating too fast; it will get
to you when you become old.” I just did not know how to slow down like some
slow thinkers, but I am a very patient man.

| was assigned to the NTU 8th Dormitory at Gong Guan (2XEE) for freshman. This
dorm was for Agriculture and Business Administration/Law College students. |
stayed with a lot Chu Chung alumni. My roommate S.T. Kuo (F¥AH1) was my
good friend. We went to a job interview for a radio announcer. Neither of us got the
job. I thought he might become a Supreme Court Justice in Taiwan, since he was in
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the Department of Law. He did not, due to a career change. Another Chu Chung
alumnus C.Y. Chang (5&{&—), a law student, told me once that | should be in the
Department of Law, since | was a good debater and quick responder. It was an era
of medicine, science and engineering. Most top students tried to get in these fields.
Medicine was the top choice, because it gave us a secure and wealthy career.
Physics was the second choice due to two Chinese Nobel Prize winners, Yang and
Lee’s influence. Civil Engineering was the third choice due to the Shih Man Earth
Dam (£2[97KJEE) Project hiring a lot of Civil Engineers (CE’s). CE could also pass
a P.E. (Professional Engineer) license exam after junior year and earned a good
income from the contractors, who had very little education. They could not pass the
P.E. license exam and they needed a P.E. license to get the engineering contract.

My first year at NTU’s AED went by quickly; we played a lot of bridge games
during the class break. | even cut some less-interesting classes to play bridge. My
cutting class habit was hard to change. | was the top of the class in the second
semester in AED, so I had a very good chance to be transferred to the Electrical
Engineering Department (EED). In the summer of 1961, I should take the General
Chemistry to get ready for EED, but | had an opportunity to be in NTU Forest
Experimental Institute in Shi-Tau (J£5H). It was the prettiest place for tourists to go.
| could not pass up that chance. Therefore, | went to the Agriculture Training Class
at Shi-Tau. It was a one unit course and a nice paid vacation. We drank Kao Liang
Wine (5221, 59% alcohol) to keep us warm in the high altitude. We mixed it with
a 7-Up-like soft drink, and it tasted very sweet. One guy who had never drunk
before, he drank a lot. That night he threw up like crazy. After the class was over,
we stopped by Taichung to go home. One of us, Liaw (B &) lived in Taichung.
His father was a liquor merchant. He treated us to all we could drink. There were
quite a few of us passed out. | went back to hotel and hit the tatami (ff5>K) right
away. Someone had to drag me in. We all drank too much. It was a fun summer.
Luckily I did not become an alcoholic.

In the General Physics Class, I tried to fill in the departmental transferring
application form. I wrote down the Department of Electrical Engineering (EED) as
my first choice and left the second choice blank. Chu Chung alumnus C.H. Chuang
GHEAE) who sat next to me in Physics class asked me to add the Department of
Civil Engineering (CED) as second choice. I said, “CED had a higher score than
EED in college entrance exam. It would be an insult to CED.” I did it anyway. After
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| came back from Shi-Tau, | was told | got transferred to CED. | was very
disappointed, since EED always accepted one transferee from the Department of
Agriculture Engineering (AED). That year, no one got into EED from AED. Chu
Chung alumnus T.C. Wang (F}£2H2) told me before the announcement. He got into
EED from Department of Geology. I did not know how he found out the result. It
still puzzles me now.

Sophomore year started pretty soon. | cut class like | was in the second and third
grade, except | did not play rubber bands and marbles. | was so upset that my
lifelong dream to be in EED was broken. | could not afford to retake the college
entrance exam again and delay two years to earn money. | did not go to General
Chemistry Experiment class for almost the whole semester. My dad did not know,
otherwise he would have spanked the hell out of me again. | was doing OK for my
sophomore year in CED. I got two scholarships to support myself. | had tutor jobs
on and off. My life was ruined by not getting what | deserved. My dad told me,
“Horse racers might not be unlucky by losing their horse game (4345 - EHIIE

#&),” an old Chinese saying to make a loser feel good. I think it is “Ah Q Spirit (}q]
Q i)
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