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Chapter Seven: Concluding in NTU

After twelve weeks military training (See Pictures 10 and 11 on Pages 51) in the
summer of 1963, the tough military training in Cheng Kong Ridge (i 2/j5&) shaped
us up. The military training indeed changed our life. We became stronger and more
disciplined. | stayed in National Taiwan University Dormitory No. 6. It was close to
the kitchen of the cafeteria. They bought cheap fish which was not very fresh. They
had to boil it in an oil pan to make it smell good. During the boiling process, the
bad odor reached our room. | did not think that | should eat it, but the price was
right. | ate it and | am still here. It obviously did not do me any harm. Breakfast was
rice soup. They added alkaline to make it easier to cook. After they cooked it, you
could not find a single rice particle from the soup. I believe that | took in a lot of
alkaline. It was NT$ 6.00 per day for three meals, so we could not ask too much. |
made about NT$ 300 to 400 per month for my tutoring jobs. With my two
scholarships, | was pretty much self-supporting. One of our classmates was a full-
time tutor. He very seldom showed up in class. He always came to me after 11 pm
and borrowed my class notes before the test date. He started to review my class
notes until dawn, and he passed the exam. | believed he was a genius who could
pass the exam by reading my notes in a few hours. His name was K.H. Lo (2&¢
). He became a wealthy contractor later. Since my high school time, my

classmates always borrowed my homework, | felt honored that my class notes and
homework were best sellers.

In my senior year, there was a class titled “City Planning and Development.”
Professor Lu (B #i55Z7) probably only showed up once or twice. At NTU, there
were too many incompetent professors. Professor Ting (] #1;52#%) once offered
“Vector and Tensor Analysis ([&] &= F15E=5747).” He came to class late with his
eyes closed and faced the blackboard. He kept writing formulas, and he would drop
his chalk halfway during his writing as soon as the class bell rang. The rumor was:
He played Mahjong game until dawn, he then came to teach. He needed to go back
to sleep after class. What a teacher! His son won Nobel Physics Prize in U.S. later.
He graduated from University of Michigan with a Master of Science (M.S.) Degree;
he was a student of legendary Professor Timoshenko. He and his son must be very
bright. He did not teach “Tensor Analysis” at all, since he dropped so much chalk.
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In my junior year, we had an instructor from EED. He was Jiang Tai-Chi (Z2Z&1H)

and offered “Electrical Engineering.” Jiang was not psychologically sound. | had
six roommates (majoring EE) in NTU Dormitory No. 6. They told me a lot about
him. His final had 25 true or false questions. The answer sheet had four blank
columns. Heading is: “True” “False” “True” ” False” across. The first column was
the question number. | was totally surprised to see there were four answers to a true
or false question. It should have only two, i.e. true or false. Your neighbor in the
exam room did not have the same question as yours. He reshuffled the order of
questions and made it impossible for cheaters, since there was too much cheating in
NTU’s CE Department. I totally agreed with him on this count. We all had the same
questions except the order. He then explained the four blank columns were for us to
mark “true” on the first blank column or “false” on the second blank column with
an “X.” The first two blank columns were for practicing, he would not grade them.
We should finish all of questions by marking the first or second blank column on
the first trial. He then told us to review the answers one more time and then marked
on the third or fourth blank column. We could not change the answer once it was
marked. Any wrong answer would receive a negative score of four points. The final
score could range from -100 to +100. | remembered someone had a pretty high
negative, since he answered every question and did not do well. You could skip any
guestion. You would not get any score, nor would you lose any score. He warned us
not to be greedy to answer every question. | think he was a weirdo. He offered
“Introduction of Computer” in our senior year. There was only one from our class
CE 1964 who took his course. We all talked him out of it. Therefore | graduated
without any computer training.
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