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Preface and Acknowledgement

| started to write something for fun, since it was the Labor Day long weekend of
2009. | did not want to go out, due to traffic congestion from people returning
home, as well as the high traffic fatality rate of this long weekend before school
began. | wrote how | felt and | wrote in a straightforward manner. My story started
with my U.S. adventure on September 4, 1965, and ended with my Cal Berkeley
experience. | sent it to several friends. Later, Bill Lee (Z£{&5%) of National Hsinchu
Senior High School (Chu Chung/7TH1) Reunion Committee published it on his
website. His website was named “Remembering Chu Chung ({&77)”. The
responses from those who received it were amazing. Phone calls and e-mails gave
me a lot of encouragement from the friends in the U.S. and Taiwan (£&). |

decided to write my life time story in Taiwan first. After | finished my Taiwan
Journey, | would then go back to continue the writing of my U.S. Journey.

My first five-plus years in mainland China were like a void in my life. | could not
remember anything in China. Therefore, | started to write from a sailboat trip to
Taiwan and ended with a Boeing 707 to San Francisco, California, USA for my
Journey of Taiwan. It was on September 4, 1965, a Labor Day long weekend too. |
distinctly remembered the shape of SFO (San Francisco International Airport) over
forty-five years ago. These four-five plus years ended just like it happened last
night. In a few seconds, | changed myself from a young and naive twenty-four-year-
old boy to a sixty-nine-year-old man.

Like every older man, | started to explore my roots. Mainland China was my
birthplace; it usually is anyone’s root. I could not think that way, since I have no
memory of my birthplace. Hsinchu, Taiwan, naturally would be the second
candidate for being my root. | spent thirteen years there, and | also grew up there. |
spent four years in Taipei to attend National Taiwan University ([ 17 2 & kE2),
and one year in military service moving around Taiwan a lot. It seems Hsinchu
should be my roots, but I don’t think it is either.

The last choice is in the USA. | have lived within a twelve-mile radius of my home

for thirty-four years in Moraga, California. Therefore | concluded that Moraga,
California, should be my root and the place to stay from now on.
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In the process of writing my Taiwan Journey, | would like to thank my daughter
Angie (% ;) who edited my English version, my niece in Australia Doris Cheng
(% 8772) who translated it into the Chinese version and my sister Yin-chu ($R%£)
who edited the Chinese version. Doris is the daughter of Yin-chu. Special thanks go
to my brother Tien-hsiu (;7535) for correcting some mistakes in my memory about
his school experiences in the early days and reviewing the manuscript. It sounds
like an episode of “All in the Family,” a top-rated TV sitcom in 1970s, except | am
not Archie Bunker, and there is no meathead Michael here. | watched every episode
of “All in the Family” in reruns.

Many thanks to Chu Chung Class 1960 classmate Bill Lee (Z£{&572), for his tireless

effort of publishing a portion of my U.S. Journey on the “Remembering Chu Chung
([ETTH)” of his website. Special thanks go to another classmate Joe Wu (%=1 H).
Without Joe’s encouragement; I would not have this book. I hope you will enjoy my
Taiwan Journey, and see you in my U.S. Journey.
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Preface and Acknowledgement

| started to write my U.S. Journey first. | finished several chapters and sent them to
my friends one by one. The comments I received from my friends were very
complimentary, so | decided to write my Taiwan Journey next. After | finished my
Taiwan Journey, | came back to continue the writing of my U.S. Journey.

| wrote up to the time | changed my career to become a real estate agent. It was on
November 1, 1986. The main reason that | stopped there is that there would be a lot
of confidential information regarding my clients and business after that. Therefore, |
decided not to write anything after November 1, 1986.

For most of us “Bananas,” we all faced cultural, financial and racial problems.
There is a huge difference between Western and Chinese culture. Language and
culture barriers stopped a lot of opportunities from us. We left before the Taiwan
economy boomed, so most of us were not financially sound. Racial problems are
human nature. But we all conquered them and lived with our problems.

I wrote this journey to fulfill my writer’s dream. Later, Bill Lee (ZZ{&5%) of
National Hsinchu High School (Chu Chung/77H) Class 1960 Reunion Committee
published a portion of my unedited English draft on the “Remembering Chu
Chung“of his website. His comment on my writing was that it is “honest and
funny.” I would like to thank him for the kind words. They were my intention. | felt
very deeply that “Honesty is the best policy.” | also feel humor very seldom exists
in Chinese culture.

In the process of writing my U.S. Journey, | would like to thank my daughter Angie
(3% S for editing my English version, my niece Doris Cheng (5t in Australia
for translating it into the Chinese version and her mom, my sister Yin-chu (5££k),
for editing her translation. Special thanks go to my brother Tien-hsiu (;7555) for
reviewing the manuscript.

Many thanks to my Chu Chung Class 1960 classmate Joe Wu (%= 2;H); without his
encouragement, | would not have this book. I hope you will enjoy my U.S. Journey.
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Introduction of Author:

Dr. T.Y. Chuang was born on July 9 (Lunar Calendar) or August 31 (Solar Calendar), 1941 at Sanyao, Hweian,
Fujian, China. He received a Bachelor of Science Degree in Civil Engineering from National Taiwan
University; the Master of Science and Ph.D. Degrees in Applied Mechanics from University of California,
Berkeley, California. He is also a Professional Engineer, Real Estate Broker and Notary Public in California.

Dr. Chuang wrote his Journey in Taiwan and the United States with honesty and humor. For most of us
“Bananas,” we all faced cultural, financial and racial problems. There is a huge difference between Western and
Chinese culture. Language and culture barriers stopped a lot of opportunities from us. Dr. Chuang left before
the Taiwan economy boomed, so he was not financially sound. Racial problems are human nature. But Dr.
Chuang has conquered them and lived with his problems. Hope you will enjoy T.Y.’s Journey.
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Introduction of Author:

Dr. T.Y. Chuang was born on July 9 (Lunar Calendar) or August 31
(Solar Calendar), 1941 at Sanyao, Hweian, Fujian, China. He
received a Bachelor of Science Degree in Civil Engineering from
National Taiwan University; the Master of Science and Ph.D.
Degrees in Applied Mechanics from University of California,
Berkeley, California. He is also a Professional Engineer, Real Estate
Broker and Notary Public in California.

Dr. Chuang wrote his Journey in Taiwan and the United States with
honesty and humor. For most of us “Bananas,” we all faced cultural,
financial and racial problems. There is a huge difference between
Western and Chinese culture. Language and culture barriers stopped
a lot of opportunities from us. Dr. Chuang left before the Taiwan
economy boomed, so he was not financially sound. Racial problems
are human nature. But Dr. Chuang has conquered them and lived
with his problems. Hope you will enjoy T.Y.’s Journey.
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