
T A I A N ---- R ELF E C T ION S

My fir-st tiMe to Asia was ver-y r-ewar-ding. Howev er . I felt a bit
over-whelMed 0. t how \dester-nized To.iwo.nis. Even to the point of being
Mor-e AMerico.nized tho.n AMer-ico.is! Everyone feels cOMpelled to buy
clothes ond "things" ---purses) toys) food) populo.r CD's o.nd More
clothes,---o. t the night nor ke t s.

As 0. ci t Y . To.ipe i was vier-y nice. The Mains t r-eet s 0. nd new
subwo.ys s y s t en go.ve it the double o.ppeo.ro.nce of 0. cosMopolito.n city
like New York. But behind theses streets hidden) in the sno li
o tl eywcy s . ther-e o.r-e street vender-s ol l over- the pl oce, especio.lly
COMingout 0. t night. It seeMed like 0. huge Chino.town. I ho.ve never
exper-ience anything like the night Mar-ket in Shi-Ling. It was so
po.cked on the weekend) you just Moved with the flow of the crowd)
because you hod no other choice or tiMe to stop. Mo.ylee look ed very
ho.ppy. She ho.d Met so no.riy int er no tiono.l friends o.nd knew oll the
shortcuts o.round To.ipei.

The thing I liked best about Taiwan) WaS definitely the food, And
not just the to.s te of it) but the 0. vo ilobili t y of it. You qlidn't he ve tc
wolk More +ho.n 0. bl oc k before you could get 0. pe or l Milk teo. o.nd 0.

dUMpling f r om 0. street vender, And then when you continue to wolk
to your- next de s tinc +iori. if you get hungry oqo in. ther-e c r e plenty
of food stoncls just o.round the corner,

\de went to Most of the Mo.jor cities) o.nd they oll seeMed the
SOMe)all very busy) lots of cars) and stores, I Met My uncle) o.urit ,
their son and wife) and their two daughters who live in Zhong l.i. The y

.1·

wer-e all extr-eMely nice o.ndbent over-bo.ckWo.r-ds to Mo.ke us feel 0. t
hOMe. \de ho.d 0. ver-y nice dinner- on one of our Iost nights. Ilo.crs
f I'" iend s 0. nd co usin fro M eleME?nt a I'" y Sch0 0 l co.Me) and olsoh is
eleMento.r-Y school teo.cher-. \do.ng l.o o Shi go.ve Me 0. SMo.ll jo.de Cho.rM
to reMeMber My trip by,

I olso ho.d tiMe to spend with Ilo d in his hor-e town. wher-e he grew
up o.nd went to school. \de so.w his old hOMe orid he showed Me the
pc th he 't ook when he wo.Iked to school o.cr oss the r-iver-. It wo.s
touching to «c. tch hiM rett"'ace the pc ths and streets oricl to s t o.ricl
next to hin os he reflected on how Much ho.cl cho.nged since he was 0.

young boy. The biggest cho.nge wo.s the river which ho cl been do.Mned
since o.nd wo.s n.ow ver-y low, The Toois t teMples of the town were
especially colorful and go ve the town character. we entered several
and dr-ew our f ori t urie s on s t.ck s. I wo.s ex tr-e nel y inpr-e ssed 0. t how
Dod kept in touch with his good eleMentary school fr-iends AND even
his teo.cher. I osked theM who.t he wo.s like growing up) o.rid they all
soid he studied all the tiMe! And he olwcy s worked ho.r cl.

I ho.d 0. good tiMe ...took the 't r oiri to Ken ting-o.nd went
snorkeling) sow teMples) ho d pr o+ esstonct glo.Mour pictures to.ken with
Mo.ylee) ne tber international friends; went to Yang Ming Sho.n hot
spr-ings; so.w the Tor ok o Gor-ges.



But beyond the touristy sights) I think the experience ["moleMe
reflect on where o.nd who I wo.nt to be, I fel t 0. good feeling of being
the sone o.nd different o.ll ot once when I went to To.iwon. I definitely
felt Chinese ond Wo.sho.ppy to be o.round so no.riy Asio.ns-- but
beco.use I couldn't to.lk fluently in Chlnese;: I co.n't so.y I fel t like 0.

no.+ive. I fel t like 0. foreigner, but who wo.s specio.l by s inpt y by being
0. n AMeI" ic 0. ri. I w0. S h0. PPy, bec 0. use I dian 't w0. nt to siMplY blend in wit h
the fo.shion ond style of the To.iwo.nyouth, I fel t I ho.d 0. unique
perspective) tho.t WO.Ssonewho t critico.l ot how westernized To.iwo.n
wo.s) o.nd privileged o.s SOMeone who could distinguish between the
cOMpeting influences in Toiwori.

when I went to So.n Fro.ncisco lo.st SUMMer in 2000 with MOM)I ho.d
the odd opposite feeling, I fel t for the first tiMe, I could definitely
co.tegorize ny se!f os o.n "Asidn-AMerico.n," I didn't feel o.riy uniqueness
0. t o.ll when I wo.s in So.n Fro.ncisco, when I wo.s riding the bus or
wo.lking down the street, I felt o.s if I Wo.slooking in the Mirror, So
noriy o.nbitiou.s o.nd snor t looking Asio.n girls) who or e neither
distro.cted or yeo.rning to fit in ond be o.ccepted as o.n \~AMerico.n"or
who feel sod or dis o.opoint nent tho. t they co.n't so.y they o.re fully
Chinese, I should have felt good to discover this very big set of
Asio.n AMerico.ns-tho. t co.n feel cOMforto.ble o.nd be successful,

But tho.t seens too eosy. I don't wo.nt to settle orid so.y I ho.ve
found My plo.ce o.nd be content with SiMply so.ying I o.mo.n Asio.n
AMerico.n, I wo.nt to be Myself o.nd continue to cho.llenge Myself, I
don't need to be restricted to ony stereotypes or obligo.tions. I
wo.nt to leo.rn ond live occording to My persono.l desires, Of course I
so.y this with on o.c'knowledgeMent tho. t I on extreMely lucky to even
COMeup with such bold goo.ls, Not' ever yorae ho.s the opportunity to
do so, in fo.ct very few do---I ho.ve been fortuno.te enough to ho.ve
po.rents who co.re ond work ho.rd enough to give Me such o.n
opportunity, This Makes Me feel even More COMpelled to seize it oncl
co.pito.lize on it, But I know I Must do this with in reo.sono.ble
boundo.ries---tho. t o.rc of course obvious to Me) for I o.rnnot 0.

reckless idiot,
. Going to To.iwo.nno.de Me reo.lize I will never be fully Chinese, nor

fully understo.nd tho. t cul +ur e. This can oril y COMewith reo.lly growing
up there when ore is young) o.nd ho.s not been Mento.lly wired yet,
To.iwo.nnoole Me feel 0. disto.nt to My fo.MilY---MY cousins) uncles, o.nd
oun t s. SOMething I ho.ve o.lwo.ys felt, It ho.s very Much no tivo tec' Me
to leo.rn Chinese Co.ndhopefully 0. little Koreo.n), I on not ho.ving on
identity Crisis or fee-l lost, In fact I feel very Much eMpowered and ir
con t r 0 l wit h 1"'1 Y llife, But L's t iII yea I" n tog 0 0. nd see so Met hing new)
leo.rn o.bout it, o.nd Mo.ke Myself 0. better person, I ho.ve go.ined 0. lot
of confidence over My yeo.rs) but now I feel I need to test it with
r eo.l experiences, I will leo.rn Chinese sinpl y for its beo.uty ono the
o.rf of cor-munic otion o.nd I will +r cvel over As!o, exponding My
horizons, o.long the wo.y, After this yeo.r of tro. veling) I know I will be
prepo.red for Medico.l school) focused ond poised to do My best o.nd
very Much excite1 for the cho.llenge, ~Mo.ylon


